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So You’ve 
Been Arrested

Now 
what?

When you don’t understand what’s happening or how to handle 
it, panic can take over. And in that state, it’s easy to make 
choices that only make things worse. That’s exactly why we 
created this guide — to give you clear, step-by-step information 
so you know what to do if you or a loved one is arrested.

The 
officer 
barks 
at you.

Suddenly, your arms are twisted behind your back, and 
your wrists are handcuffed together. You’re placed in 
the back of a police car and driven down to the station.
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Florida Criminal 
Maximum Penalties

M2
M1

The maximum penalties for a second-degree 
misdemeanor in Florida were typically up to 60 days 
in jail, six months of probation, and a $500 fine.

For a first-degree misdemeanor in Florida, the 
maximum penalties were typically up to one year 
in jail or 12 months probation, and a $1,000 fine.

The maximum penalties for a third-degree felony in 
Florida generally include up to 5 years in prison, up 
to 5 years of probation, and a fine of up to $5,000.

The maximum penalties for a second-degree felony 
in Florida typically include up to 15 years in prison, up 
to 15 years of probation, and a fine of up to $10,000.

A first-degree felony in Florida is a serious crime. The 
maximum penalties for a first-degree felony in Florida 
generally include up to 30 years in prison or, in some 
cases, life imprisonment, and a fine of up to $10,000.

The penalties for a punishable by life felony 
(PBL) in Florida can include up to live in 
prison and a fine of up to $15,000. 

F1

F3
F2

PBL
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Step #1

Call the Right Attorney

It sounds obvious, but in the chaos of an arrest, it’s often overlooked. Getting arrested is a scary and 
emotional time for everyone involved. And when you’re facing feelings of fear and uncertainty, you 
probably won’t be thinking straight. And when you’re not thinking straight you’re not likely to make 
the best decisions for you. If it’s a loved one, just getting the call and hearing your husband, wife, son, 
daughter, sibling, or good friend is in jail is awful. You don’t know what happened. You don’t know 
what happened, how serious it is, or if they’re even okay. You don’t know how much trouble they’re 
in, or whether their life or freedom is in jeopardy. You might even start to panic a little bit. It doesn’t 
matter if it’s you or a loved one who was arrested. Either way you are emotionally invested

That’s why you need a criminal defense lawyer. A lawyer will 
not be thinking emotionally. A lawyer will be thinking logically.

Also, a criminal defense lawyer knows the system. 
They’ll make sure the police don’t take advantage 
of you, and that you receive the rights guaranteed 
to you by the law.

A criminal defense 
lawyer will help you 
make the best decision 
for yourself or your 
loved one, without their 
judgment being clouded 
by panic or fear.

1
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After an arrest, a lot of clients will come in telling us that the police didn’t read them their miranda 
rights, and want to know whether that will help their case or not. The thing with Miranda Rights 
is that they don’t kick in right away.

The cops are required by law to read you your Miranda Rights before conducting a “custodial 
investigation.” What does that mean? It means that you have to be in a situation where:

So if the cops arrest you without asking you any questions, technically they don’t have to read 
you your Miranda Rights.

Now, of course there are times when the cops don’t read your Miranda Rights when they’re 
supposed to, and that’s another reason why you need an attorney. An attorney will tell you 
when you’re rights have been violated based on the information you provide.

What about 
my Miranda 
Rights?

You’re not free to leave.1

2

3

You’re being asked questions by a 
government agent or a police officer.

The questions you’re being asked are likely 
to lead to an incriminating response.
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In many cases they’ll illegally 
interrogate you first and once you’ve 
admitted what they want to hear, 
they’ll have you sign the paper 
without explaining what it is. So you 
don’t even know your rights have 
been violated!

Even though it’s required, the Rights Waiver Form is almost never presented. It’s surprisingly 
common — in our experience, officers fail to provide this form in nearly 90% of cases. Consider that: 
they never forget their badge, their gun, or their uniform, yet somehow the one-page form that 
confirms they read you your rights often goes missing. And while this should be a serious issue 
in court, it doesn’t always lead to consequences for the officer — which is exactly why having an 
experienced attorney is so important.

In our experience, there are two ways the 
police usually lie about Miranda rights:

If you admit to something they’ll try and say 
it was just a “spontaneous utterance” rather 
than the product of them questioning you, when 
in fact they’ve been grilling you for 20 minutes

They’ll have you sign your Rights Waiver Form 
AFTER they’ve already illegally interrogated 
you without reading you your Miranda Rights. 
The Rights Waiver Form is a one - page sheet of 
paper that the cops carry with them that you have 
to sign and initial stating what day and time the 
cops read you your Miranda Rights. Even though 
it’s required for a lot of minor street crimes, the 
cops never even both to provide this paper.

1

2
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Every area of law is different and has very specific rules. You wouldn’t hire a personal injury 
attorney to write your will, and you definitely shouldn’t hire anyone other than a criminal 
lawyer to take on your criminal 
case.

Take Mike Tyson’s case for example. 
Tyson was arrested on a serious 
felony charge back in the 90s 
and walked into court with a tax 
attorney. That was a set up for 
failure. His attorney not only did a 
poor job of questioning witnesses, 
but also refused to submit key 
evidence in the case and had no 
real trial experience. The result? The 
attorney lost the case. Mike Tyson 
was convicted and spent years in 
prison.

The other big pitfall for Tyson—
he had a big-time New York City 
lawyer trying a case in small town 
Indianapolis. Multiple times during 
the trial the local attorney assigned 
to work with Tyson’s lawyer offered 
wise advice that was completely ignored. More bad news for his case. Local attorneys give you 
an edge. They know the judges, and other key players in their own system, and how to deal with 
them—meaning they can give you a home-court advantage. In his book, Tyson writes that if 
the local attorney were in charge of his case, he’s sure he would have been found innocent.

After the case, legal critics shredded the attorney’s performance and wrote that Tyson had one 
of the worst defenses they’ve ever seen. Why? Because being a multi-million dollar tax attorney 
doesn’t mean you know anything about trying a criminal case.

Now, we want to emphasize 
that having a criminal 
lawyer is essential.
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There are two key factors to focus on: ratings and reviews. Reading about the experiences of 
former clients will give you good idea of who the attorney is, how well they treats their clients, 
and how they handles their cases. We recommend reviewing Google Reviews, which is a great 
source for local reviews in your area.

Once you’ve found a couple of highly rated attorneys in your area, definitely set up an initial 
consultation to discuss your case. During this consultation the lawyer should be focused on 
educating you about the process and coming up with a solid plan of attack for your defense.

Now you may be thinking, aren’t I entitled to a public defender? The answer is yes, but there are 
certain drawbacks to going with a public defender. Keep reading to find out what they are...

So, how do you choose the 
right criminal attorney?

There shouldn’t be anything hidden behind the curtain. The 
best lawyers will lay out the full plan of action right away, 
rather than giving you a sliver of information and pressuring 
you into hiring them on the spot.
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Beware of the public 
defender pitfalls...
A public defender is employed by the state. They are required to 
take every case assigned to them. What does that mean? They 
have a HUGE caseload. They might be assigned to upwards 
of 200 cases at a time. And the more cases they have, the less 
time they are going to spend on yours. They might miss a critical 
element just because they’re so bogged down with other cases.

Also—a public defender gets paid the same amount no 
matter how many cases they get stuck with, or how many 
cases they win/lose. They don’t have the same incentive to 
help you. They don’t have a business based on referrals.

Their means of helping you are limited by what the state gives them access to. They don’t 
have an array of superior resources available such as private investigators, the way a private 
attorney does.

The best legal defenses take time and research. That’s why you are better off going with a 
private criminal attorney –one who can devote as much time as is necessary to win your case, 
and who has the resources to get the job done right.

You want someone who has a long 
term interest in your success, and 
unfortunately, public defenders 
don’t. Public defenders also have 
fewer resources.

Public Defender?
Top 5 Reasons to Hire 

a Private Attorney
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Step #2

How to Get Someone Out of Jail2
Once the cops arrest you, they are taking you down to the station and putting you in a cell.

For most crimes you need to see the magistrate judge. Usually you see them within 24 
hours of arrest. This judge will look at facts of your arrest. If it’s a victim crime the victim has the 
right to be there. The judge will then set an appropriate bond amount based on this hearing. 
Factors they look at will also determine the plan of release.

If it’s minor crime they may release you “OR,” meaning on your own recognizance. Basically this 
is your best option. It means you’re free and clear to go without monitoring, and without having 
to put any money down.

The next level is a supervised release or pre-trial release. You don’t have to put any money down, 
but you may have call on the phone or see someone in person to check in (hence the supervised 
part).

In other cases you could be released essentially on probation while trial is going on. This form of 
release could involve drug tests, anger management, wearing a GPS ankle monitor, or whatever 
else the court decides is necessary in your particular case. (These stipulations can also be a part 
of pre-trial release, or supervised recognizance if the circumstances warrant it).

In Broward, it’s called pre-trial release. In Palm Beach, it’s called 
supervised recognizance (SOR). In Miami-Dade, it’s called the 
monitored release program, supervised by pre-trial services (PTS).

If the charges are dropped, you’ll get your bond money back — but 
not bail bond fees.

Or, if it’s your 
loved one in jail, 
get them out!
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The judge will also decide whether 
there should be a bond amount to 
get you out of jail.

For a DUI in Broward county normally the judge will set a $500-$1,000 bond. Depending on the 
severity of your crime, you could be looking at a bond of $10,000, $50,000, $100,000 or more.

For any monetary bond amount, 
you have two options:

Pay the bond amount in full. If you pay the jail the full 
amount, the person will be out of jail. If your charges are 
eventually dropped then you’ll get all the money back. If 
there are court costs then they will take them out of the 
bond money and return the rest to you. A case usually 
takes 6-18 months, so you’ll be tying up a large amount 
of money for a long period of time. Unfortunately, most 
people don’t have these large amounts of money sitting 
around, in which case you’ll need to go for option two.

1

2 Hire a bail bondsman. You’ll pay them 10% of the 
total bond amount. They’ll cover the rest to get you or 
your loved one out of jail. For example, if the bond is 
set at $10,000, you would pay the bondsman $1,000. 
Sometimes, they may also require collateral — like the 
title to a car or house — depending on the case.
It’s important to understand that this 10% fee is non-
refundable. Even if the charges are dropped or the case 
is dismissed, you won’t get that money back — it’s the 
bondsman’s fee for their service. And if the person out 
on bond fails to appear in court, the bondsman has the 
legal right to track them down and bring them back — 
just like a bounty hunter.
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Factors judges consider when 
deciding to grant monetary bond, 
supervised release, or both:

For example, let’s say you’re arrested for aggravated assault, and the judge is considering how 
much money to set for your bond.

But if you make $50,000 per year, a $25,000 bond is a huge amount of money. The judge knows 
it will force you to show up. Even if you use a bondsman, $2,500 is still a significant amount of 
money for you.

If you’re a millionaire, they’re not going to give you a $25,000 
bond because that will do nothing to ensure you show up in court. 
$25,000 means nothing to a millionaire.

The judge has 
two goals here:

To ensure you show up in court1

2 To protect the community

Facts of the crime

Criminal history

Ties to the community (vacationer vs. someone
who lives here, has family, business, job, etc.)

In victim-related crimes, they also consider 
victim input.

A person’s ability to post a bond counts, too.
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Long-term consequences of 
letting loved ones sit in jail.

It’s tempting to leave a loved one in jail to ‘teach them a lesson’ — but jail isn’t a place for growth 
or healing. It can do more harm than good, both legally and emotionally.

Too many times we’ve seen people angry and wanting to leave their loved one in jail as a form of 
punishment for what they did. Don’t do it. It may seem like a good idea when you’re upset and 
angry with the person you’re thinking about what’s best in the moment and not in the long run. 
Maybe it will feel good to “punish” the person in the moment by letting them sit in jail. But 
it won’t work out well in the long run. You don’t want them become institutionalized. It can 
hurt the case too.

It can hurt the person’s ability to help with their own defense and get them out of jail. It’s a lot 
easier for someone to talk to a lawyer when they’re out of jail. All jail phones are recorded. There 
are jailhouse snitches who will RAT you out, or lie and manipulate.

They’ll take anything you say to them and try to use it against you to get their own sentence 
reduced. Plus all jail calls are recorded, so you have to be careful what you say. It’s better for 
someone to be out. Jail is not a fun place for anybody.

Usually when family members who let someone sit it’s because they want them to “dry out.” The 
person has a drug or alcohol problem and they want to leave them in jail to force them to detox.

Again, this is not a good idea. Jail is not a safe place to detox. They have nurses and doctors, 
but they aren’t equipped to give a loved one the level of care you would want them to have. 
As an alternative we would suggest petitioning the judge to grant a conditional pretrial release 
that requires detox. Ask the judge to make rehab a requirement. That way if the person doesn’t 
comply they will have to go back to jail. This is a better way to go because it stops your loved one 
from being criminalized. Also instead of sticking them in a cell, you’re getting them help.

Addiction is a mental health issue. Real help and recovery are far more likely to happen 
outside of a jail cell.

Jail phone calls are always recorded — 
never discuss your case over the phone.TIP
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Step #3

Record Exactly What Happened3
This step is critical. When are details fresh in your 
mind? Right after something happens. A week, 
two weeks, a month, a few months go by and your 
memory just isn’t as sharp. You’ll find you’ve forgotten 
tiny details about what happened. Certain things 
become fuzzy. But these details could be critical to 
your case.

Aside from making sure you have everything straight, 
there’s another very important reason why you need 
to know exactly what happened... so your attorney 
can go gather evidence to help with your defense! 

Not all evidence lasts forever. Some evidence that 
could exonerate you can even disappear in 24 hours. For example, let’s say you were arrested 
for a robbery at a gas station and the police tell you they have you on surveillance camera. But 
you know you were never at that gas station. Well those surveillance cameras don’t record 
everything indefinitely. In fact, many of them will only record for 24 hours. After that they 
start over, recording over everything from the previous day. So what does that mean for you? 
That key evidence could be wiped out because you didn’t think to get it on time.

Remembering key details can help produce evidence too. Did anyone call the cops? If so, there’s 
a 911 tape out there that could be critical to your defense. But the state is only required to save 
the audio recording for 30 days. After that you probably won’t be able to access it. Instead 
you’d only have access to the computer transcripts.

Not having access to the audiotape can make the difference between winning and losing a 
case. We’ve seen it happen many times in our own practice. Below are two examples where the 
911 audiotapes were the most important factor in winning a defendant’s case.

Many surveillance videos are deleted 
after 24–48 hours. Act fast.TIP
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Example #1 Example #2

Another client of ours was accused of 
aggravated assault with a firearm. He got 
into a car accident on 595. The police came 
and left. Then the tow truck driver arrived. 
Our client was accused of pulling a gun and 
threatening to shoot the tow truck driver and 
arrested on the spot.

He hired us the next day and told us it was 
self-defense, and that the tow truck driver 
had been threatening him. We pulled the 
911 tape immediately and it contradicted 
the tow truck driver’s story. One of the 
elements required to establish assault is 
that the victim was placed in a state of fear. 
But on the 911 tape the tow truck driver 
didn’t sound scared at all. He just sounded 
annoyed.

One of our clients was arrested on an 
attempted murder charge, which is a serious 
felony that carries hefty prison sentences. His 
girlfriend claimed that he was chasing her 
around the house with two knives in his hands 
and trying to stab her. But the audiotape told 
a completely different story...

On the tape the woman sounded annoyed, 
not scared. Her breath was steady and even, 
indicating that she was not running around 
the house, contradicting

Based on this audiotape we managed to get 
our client’s case dismissed.

But imagine if more than 30 days had passed 
and we hadn’t been able to get the audio? 
The transcripts would not have conveyed 
that the woman was annoyed, or calm. They 
wouldn’t have stated whether she was huffing 
or puffing as if she had just ran all over the 
house. Without that tape we would have 
lost a very critical piece of evidence.

On the tape, the 911 operator 
also asks the woman if there is 
anyone else in the home. The 
woman calmly responds that 
her 3-year-old daughter is in 
the house, but she doesn’t know 
where she is. If your crazed 
boyfriend is coming after you 
with knives, wouldn’t you be 
concerned about the safety of 
your child?

When we submitted this 
evidence to the prosecution, 

they dropped the case.
Our client was free.
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Step #4

List All Potential Evidence4
Now that you’ve written down exactly what happened it’s time to 
think of every single person and thing that can help prove your 
innocence.

Again, you’ll want to do this while they are fresh in your mind. 
Not only will this ensure that you remember every piece of 
evidence that could possibly help you, but it will also make sure 
your attorney has the chance to gather all of it for you as quickly 
as possible.

Witnesses are human too, and their short-term memory is likely 
to get fuzzy as well. But the problem for you is that if their memory 
gets fuzzy, it could very well be the reason you end up in jail.

Including
Witnesses

Let’s say there were three witnesses 
to the crime. You want your attorney 
to be able to go and speak with each of 
them immediately. This is absolutely 
critical. Why? Because you want 
your attorney to get their story while 
it’s still fresh in their minds.
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According to research by the Innocence Project, misidentification by an eyewitness is the 
leading cause of wrongful convictions. It’s been a factor in 72% of the cases that have later been 
overturned with the help of DNA evidence.

We’ve seen witness misidentification plenty of times in our own cases.

One of our former clients was accused of trying to run the car of a rival neighborhood gang off 
the road. Our client was a white male who was in the car with 3 other guys, one who was black, 
and two who were mixed. But when we pulled the audiotape the “victim” told the 911 operator 
that there were 4 black males in a car chasing and throwing stuff at him.

Clearly the “victim’s” statement made it impossible that our client was the one trying to run him 
off the road. The “victim” saw 4 black males, and our client was a skinny, young white guy. Also, 
rival gangs would most likely know each other’s identities, further putting holes in his account 
of the situation.

This is why it’s crucial to write down all potential witnesses to a crime. You never know which one 
may have information that could help make or break your case.

Research shows that the 
human mind is not like a tape 
recorder; we neither record 
events exactly as we see them 
nor recall them like a tape that 
has been rewound. Instead, 
witness memory is like any 
other evidence at a crime scene: 
it must be preserved carefully 
and retrieved methodically, or 
it can be contaminated.

- The Innocence project.
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Waiving client appearances 
in Florida’s court procedure

This is done via a written waiver filed with the court, stating the client’s informed consent for the 
attorney to act on their behalf. It’s a helpful tool when clients can’t attend each hearing due to 
factors such as out-of-state residence or health concerns.

However, consultation with an experienced attorney is vital to understand the specifics and 
implications of such waivers.

Key moments requiring client presence include:

The client must be present to formally respond to charges.

Entering a Plea: 

The client’s presence is mandatory to participate directly in their defense.

During Trial:

If a motion like a motion to suppress evidence requires the client’s personal 
testimony, their presence is essential.

For Certain Motions:

Waiving a client’s appearance is a valuable part of Florida’s court procedure,
offering convenience while ensuring justice at crucial junctures.

In Florida’s court proceedings, 
attorneys can waive their client’s 
physical presence, except for key 
moments such as pleas, trials, or 
certain motions.
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Step #5

Get Back to Normal5
This is not always easy to do. It’s hard to get back to normal when you’re unsure of what will 
happen to you. But it’s important.

There are a lot of things to deal with after an arrest. You’ve got interviews, depositions, court 
hearings, and a lot of stress.

Depending on what you were arrested for, you could be looking at years in prison.

Many times I’ve seen people get themselves in more trouble just from stress. It paralyzes them. 
And then they can’t do what they’re supposed to be doing. They aren’t going to work. They aren’t 
taking care of the kids.

When this happens, things go south quickly.

All of a sudden you’ve got new forms of stress piling up. You’ve got family problems. You might 
lose your job. And you’re not doing what you need to be doing to win your case. Not a good 
situation to be in.

The stress is
overwhelming.

That’s why, after an arrest, you have to get back to normal.
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Get Back to Normal

Sometimes that requires the help of a therapist. We’ve seen plenty of cases where clients feel 
so guilty over what they’ve done, that even after their case they have trouble moving on. For 
example, take our client Sarah, who was arrested for shoplifting. Sarah had never gotten in 
trouble before. She was the straight A student who never did anything wrong.

We managed to get Sarah into the theft diversion program, and all of 
the charges against her were dropped. But the guilt was still eating 
away at her. She’d hear police sirens and start panicking. Finally we 
recommended a therapist to Sarah, who helped her put the incident 
behind her and get back to normal.

You cannot function properly 
when you’re overcome with 
guilt or fear. In fact, you’re 
more likely to get into more 
trouble. That’s why it’s so 
important to take care of 
yourself. You’ll want to be in 
the best condition possible 
to aid in your own self-
defense and to make rational 
decisions.
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How an Expert Criminal Defense 
Attorney Navigates a Case

A criminal defense attorney’s role is both complex and critical, requiring a skillful blend of analysis, 
negotiation, and advocacy. This is realized through a series of crucial steps in the legal process.

In essence, a criminal defense attorney’s work is a challenging blend of strategic planning, 
negotiation, and courtroom advocacy, all aimed at ensuring the best possible outcome for their 
client. Their role is pivotal in upholding the justice system’s principle of “innocent until proven 
guilty.”

A good defense attorney starts by carefully reviewing the evidence the prosecution has — 
looking for mistakes, missing pieces, or anything that doesn’t add up.

Reviewing Discovery:

Occasionally, a defense attorney will take depositions, or under-oath statements, from 
witnesses or parties in the case. This process can help assess the reliability of the witness 
and provide useful insights for the defense strategy.

Taking Depositions:

If evidence appears to have been obtained illegally or improperly, the defense attorney may 
file a motion to suppress, preventing the contested evidence from being presented at trial.

Filing Motions to Suppress:

Often, defense attorneys engage in plea bargaining with prosecutors to reduce charges or 
lessen the sentence. This process depends heavily on the attorney’s understanding of the 
law and the strength of the prosecution’s case.

Negotiating with Prosecutors:

If negotiations fail or the defense sees a good chance of acquittal, the case goes to trial. 
Here, the defense attorney presents their arguments, challenges the prosecution’s case, 
and strives to create reasonable doubt among the jurors.

Going to Trial:
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Ray M. Judith Z.

Rossen law firm will now ALWAYS be 
our first call if ever in need. I would 
not refer a soul anywhere else for 
help. In a time where nerves and 
fear are at an all time high. They not 
only resolved our problems but they 
made us feel at ease and SECURE! 
They were ALWAYS on point with 
everything and had the experience 
that was needed. Thank you Rossen 
law truly from my family to yours.

Bare B.

Nicholas Kevin T.

Jose C.

In one of the most stressful times 
in my life, Rossen Law Firm was 
there for me. Leaving no stone 
unturned they provided patience 
and knowledge in every detail of 
my case. I’m very thankful and 
proud of this law firm family.

We hired Rossen Law Firm to represent 
my son cases and I must say, Susan, Scott, 
Shanee and the Whole Rossen Law Firm 
did an Amazing job representing and 
having all the charges dismissed and 
acquitted. I highly recommend anyone 
looking for criminal lawyers Rossen is 
the firm to Hire. They mean BUSINESS! 
I’m forever Thankful and so is my entire 
Family!

I can’t put it into words my amazing 
experience with the Rossen law firm. I call 
them to take over my criminal case giving 
them limited time to work with, but still 
took on my case with high optimism of the 
challenge. I was very paranoid, skeptical 
on going to trial but as I got more closer 
to my attorneys in communication I felt 
more relax that I had hire the right team 
to represent me.

What Former Clients Say

When a family member was arrested 
and jailed we were panicked. We had 
no experience dealing with criminal 
cases and had no idea what to do. We 
called a close family friend who highly 
recommended the Rossen Law Firm. We 
called and they went to work on the case
immediately. They calmly talked us 
through what we had to do and had our 
relative released on bond within 24 hours. 
While this was an extremely traumatic 
experience for our family, the Rossen Law 
Firm was with us every step of the way.

I am very happy to have chosen the Rossen 
team for my case, they understood my 
main concerns and explained the whole 
process so I completely understood 
everything. I greatly appreciate the team 
for being able to get the best possible 
outcome for my case, leaving me not 
worried at all about my future and career 
being affected.



Rossen Law Firm 26
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Adam Rossen
Adam, Founder & CEO of Rossen Law Firm, was born & raised in South Florida. 
He’s always had a passion for helping people.

A University of Miami Law School grad, Adam loves the competition, strategy and 
debating he gets to do as a Criminal Defense Lawyer. 

His law career began as a state prosecutor in Broward County. He was the first 
prosecutor of his class promoted - ahead of 32 others. Rossen Law Firm was born 
from a desire to help people in a deeper, more meaningful way. Adam strives to 
make a difference in the lives of his clients, employees and community.

With numerous legal awards, such as a perfect Top 100 DUI Lawyer by National 
Advocacy for DUI Defense, 10 rating on Avvo, A SuperLawyers rising star, AV 
Preeminent rated by Martindale Hubbell; Adam is still most proud of the 5-star 
reviews and heart-felt testimonials left by his clients.

Fun Fact: Adam has coached basketball for 10+ years.

David Tarras
David, Partner & Head of our White Collar & Federal Criminal Defense division at 
Rossen Law Firm, was raised in South Florida. He’s spent his entire legal career 
fighting tirelessly for the criminally accused in both State and Federal Court in 
Florida.

David graduated from Fordham University School of Law in Manhattan, New 
York. He’s since tried more than 40 jury trials, defended more than 1,000 clients 
and earned recognition as one of the top 40 criminal defense attorneys under the 
age of 40 in Florida.

David gets to fulfill his dream of being in a position to help and safeguard his 
clients’ futures by using his passion for competition, creative conflict resolution 
and the art of persuasion as a defense attorney.

Fun Fact: David is a sci-fi enthusiast and can often be found reading or 
watching something Star Wars-realted in his downtime.
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Meet our
Attorneys

Susan Lawson
Susan Lawson, Partner & Board Certified Criminal Defense Trial Attorney at the 
Rossen Law Firm, was born and raised in South Florida and has been practicing 
criminal defense for over 13 years.

Susan received a bachelor’s degree in Legal Studies from the University of Central 
Florida. She received her Juris Doctorate degree from Saint Thomas University 
School of Law where she was a member of the International Moot Court and 
Inter-cultural Human Rights Law Review.

Susan has always loved to litigate and help others. She knew she could use her 
voice, knowledge, skills, and passion to zealously advocate and make a difference 
in the lives of others.

Fun Fact: Susan loves to spend time with her husband and dogs. They are a 
baseball family and spend much of their time on the field.

Scott Simmons
David, Partner & Head of our White Collar & Federal Criminal Defense division at 
Rossen Law Firm, was raised in South Florida. He’s spent his entire legal career 
fighting tirelessly for the criminally accused in both State and Federal Court in 
Florida.

David graduated from Fordham University School of Law in Manhattan, New 
York. He’s since tried more than 40 jury trials, defended more than 1,000 clients 
and earned recognition as one of the top 40 criminal defense attorneys under the 
age of 40 in Florida.

David gets to fulfill his dream of being in a position to help and safeguard his 
clients’ futures by using his passion for competition, creative conflict resolution 
and the art of persuasion as a defense attorney.

Fun Fact: David is a sci-fi enthusiast and can often be found reading or 
watching something Star Wars-realted in his downtime.
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Palm Beach Gardens
800 Village Square Crossing, 
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410

PHONE: 561- 778-8478 

Wellington
3361 Fairlane Farms Rd #1s, 
Wellington, FL 33414

PHONE: 561-899-5955

Boca Raton
5301 N Federal Hwy #255
Boca Raton, FL 33487

Phone: 561-880-8181

Fort Lauderdale
6400 N Andrews Ave,
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309

Phone: 754-206-6200

Sunrise
6190 NW 11th St,
Sunrise, FL 33313

Phone: 754-999-2499

Miramar
2750 SW 145th Ave #112a, 
Miramar, FL 33027

PHONE: 754-704-1818

Doral
3105 NW 107th Ave 
#400, Doral, FL 33172

PHONE: 786-755-3233

Coral Gables
2600 Douglas Rd #502b, 
Coral Gables, FL 33134

PHONE: 786- 933-7133

Kendall
8950 SW 74th Ct,
Miami, FL 33156

PHONE: 786-705-8300



We help good people
when bad things happen.

Criminal

DUI

Federal

White Collar

Sex & Child Abuse

Domestic Violence

Rossen Law Firm is a premier South Florida law firm specializing in DUI and 

Criminal Defense in South Florida. Our team of experienced attorneys is dedicated to 

protecting clients’ rights and achieving the best possible outcomes. We take pride in 

our exceptional service, demonstrated by over 1000 five-star reviews. Our firm has 

helped thousands of clients achieve their best future.

CALL US
754 206 6200



rossenlawfirm.com

754 206 6200


